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Celebrating
50 Years of Service—

1932-1982

Niagara Christian College

Cooperative Ministries
and Mission:
A United Funding Approach
for Brethren in Christ Ministries
by David P. McBeth

For several years some of our brothers and sisters as a dedicated group have
been looking at the various structures
the Brethren in Christ are using. They
have been reviewing them with an attempt to see which ought to continue in
the years ahead and which ought to be
changed. One of the areas which has
received considerable attention is the
manner in which we provide financial
support for the numerous ministries of
the church.
To this point our ministries have been
supported by offerings, assessments or a
variety of other ways. Sometimes our
decisions to give were made on the spur
of the moment, based upon an emotional appeal. Sometimes we have been
prepared to commit ourselves in writing
to give to a project over the course of
several years. We have assessed ourselves to support the ministries of our
bishops. Our missionary activity has
relied upon voluntary contributions.
Some projects have been supported
well, while others have suffered neglect.
As the Board of Administration
through its Task Force on Structure,
Funding and Budgeting looked at the
problem, they had a growing sense that
something needed to be different. Sometimes we seemed more like competitive
brothers instead of Brethren in Christ.
The Task Force thought it was time to
put more completely into practice our
concept of brotherhood.

Dr. McBeth has been named Director of
Stewardship and Finance, U.S.A. He lives in
Grantham, Pa.
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Fortunately, we are not without
models to help us chart a course. One
warm evangelical denomination, which
continues to grow rapidly, gains support
for its church-wide ministries through
annual local church missionary conferences. The spread of the gospel both
locally and abroad is their basic reason
for existence. Their church leaders, several boards and agencies see themselves
as missionaries and so are linked with
integrity to their worldwide missionary
endeavor.
Another group seems to have a greater variety of purpose, so their ministries
tend to be more diverse. Even with the
diversity they have been able to develop
a united approach to funding their ministries. At the same time their careful
procedures are effective and inspire confidence in the whole process.
We are not without our own model.
For several years the Canadian Conference has been using a cooperative ministries approach to support not only the
General Conference ministries, but also
the regional conference ministries. Since
their successes and problems have been
instructive to the Task Force, some
changes are proposed. We have learned
from the experience of our Canadian
brothers and sisters.
The Proposal
At the heart of the proposed Cooperative Ministries and Mission (CM&M)
program is the provision for contributions to be made through the local
church. This is where everyone in the
brotherhood has a connection; it is
where the most basic of ministries take

place. It is here where the numerous
other church ministries get their affirmation, for this is where prayer is
offered, encouragement is given and
financial support is received to help the
church at home and abroad.
But much needs to happen before the
dollars are given. Needs have to be visualized and shared, and thus the Task
Force is encouraging the formation of
local church stewardship committees
and regional stewardship and finance
commissions (RSFC), along with giving
more responsibility to the General Conference Commission on Stewardship
and Finance (COSF). These groups will
hear requests for support and will try to
place them in a reasonable relation to
each other. It will take cooperation to
set and adjust these priorities, for there
will be many ministry opportunities.
Another important and integral part
of C M & M will be the responsibility to
help individual members catch a vision
of the scope and variety of ministries
that are helping our church fulfill its
mission. In each regional conference
there will be established a Stewardship
Appeals Committee (SAC). It will be
made up of people from every receiving
ministry and will develop and carry out
each year an informational effort to
each local church. This effort will be in
addition to any communications programs these ministries may already have
in operation.
A most crucial period for decision will
be at the time of each annual congregational council. When the people of God
commit themselves to the ministry of the
Lord's work, it will provide for local
Evangelical
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operating and capital needs as well as
general church operating and capital
needs. When this decision is made it is
reported to the regional stewardship
and finance commission. The conference totals are then sent to the General
Conference Commission on Stewardship and Finance which will compile
and report to the several ministries the
amount of support they can hope to
receive throughout the year.
All ministries will receive their portion on a percentage basis as the funds
are given. The one exception will be
when individuals designate gifts for a
specific ministry. In the event designated
giving causes one agency to reach 100%
of its approved budget before other
agencies do, that ministry will not receive additional funds from the general
treasury until other ministries have
caught up by receiving their proportionate share. An extension of this principle would propose that all deferred
gifts and bequests would be considered
above budget support. In the event
funds are sent directly to an agency, the
general treasurer will be informed of
those direct gifts.
While this narrative can only cover
the general outline, members of the 1982
General Conference are encouraged to
read carefully the proposals in the General Conference Agenda so as to better
understand them. In the meantime,
further work is continuing in refining
these general guidelines for day to day

operational procedures. Your suggestions and ideas could prove helpful.
This year is the year for consideration
of and refinement of CM&M. After
such adoption, 1983 would be the year
to implement the program by securing
regional conference approvals and the
appointments of people to help. The
year 1984 would be the first year for the
program to be fully operational.
The proposed statement of purpose
of our church states:
The object of the Brethren in
Christ Church is to foster a fellowship of believers whose purpose is
to worship and obey the triune
God, and to proclaim his gospel to
all peoples.
In order to carry out this statement of
purpose or mission, we have many ministries. The CM&M brings these together for increased strength and effectiveness. It is cooperative in that there will
need to be much cooperation at all levels
of activity: from requesting, to approving, appealing, giving and disbursing.
As the congregation, a collection of
individuals, practices the Biblical injunction to give cheerfully, the Holy Spirit
will be freer to lead. As we prosper and
our vision is enlarged and we respond,
we will not need to be concerned with a
taxation or assessment approach. For as
the Lord tarries his coming, the Brethren
in Christ will be able to reach new
heights of involvement and support. •

A matter of priorities
by Roy V. Sider
A stock market analyst recommended
stocks of breweries and distilleries as the
safest market investment during the current recession. The implication is that
beer and whiskey are priorities in people's lives which will not be affected by a
decline in the money people have available. Praise the Lord for Christians who
have contrasting priorities. They have
heard the word of the Lord referring to
the necessities of life when He said " . . .
your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his kingdom
and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well."
(Matt. 6:32-33).
Whether or not there is a recession,
the church needs to continuously and
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carefully review its program to maximize the investment of the people and
dollar resources in the work of the kingdom. If this is true for the church, it is
equally true for the Christian person
and family. A recession may be an
opportune time to transfer personal
funds to the work of the Lord through
the church. If the health of an economic
system is dependent on persons consuming more than is good for them physically, socially and spiritually, that economic system is in need of modification.
Perhaps we do not suffer from an
inflated economy as much as we suffer
from an inflated expectation of what

...
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constitutes a wholesome standard of living. Times of recession can be profitable
times for reflection on true values and
sound securities. Through Jesus Christ
we can be free from the possessiveness of
material possessions and an obsession
with transient securities.
It is true there are people in our congregations who experience a level of
financial stress and social—perhaps even
physical—hurts. These circumstances
challenge the integrity of our concepts of
brotherhood. There are geographic
areas of the church where the recession
is deep, and understanding and compassion need to be exercised. These expressions of Christian love fall within the
admonitions of the apostle: "Therefore,
as we have opportunity, let us do good
to all people, especially to those who
belong to the family of believers" (Gal.
6:10).

Sharing can be the joy of the "haves"
and the "have nots." Remember the
widow's two mites. At Roxbury Camp
an international student related a personal experience he had in this regard.
The setting was a foot washing service in
Zambia. Faith commitments were being
taken for a project. Between him and his
wife they had only one dollar. Dramatically he told a Zambian foot washing
audience how God moved on each of
their hearts to make a significant faith
promise. To his brethren he shared the
joy of God's enabling and the change it
brought toward giving to the Lord.
I personally have what I consider to
be a modest amount of life insurance. A
Lloyd's of London brochure came to my
desk offering "Travel and Accident Insurance." I looked at the principal sum of
$50,000 for an annual premium of $65.
In my personal circumstances it seemed
like a good investment since I travel
extensively. As I meditated upon this,
the Lord spoke to me as follows: "The
Lord will keep you from all harm—he
will watch over your life; the Lord will
watch over your coming and going both
now and forevermore" (Psa. 121:7-8). 1
was impressed with the providence of
God and the greater wisdom of increasing investments in his kingdom. Whatever happens in the future, Romans 8:28
will again be verified.
There is no call in the Scriptures for
uniformity of lifestyles. However the
principles of trust in and love for God
rather than money (and all it will buy)
are unmistakable. Nor should we disdain times of feasting, providing we also
know times of fasting. Our Lord experienced both.
4

Sisters and Brothers
I know we
should be
giving m o r e
to the church.
B u t it's h a r d
when the
economy
is i n s u c h b a d
shape,

Joel Kauffman

I k n o w what you
mean. Inflation
is just d r i v i n g
the cost of
living u p out
o f sight.

Missiologists refer to "redemption
and lift" as the process whereby people,
transformed by Jesus Christ, develop
patterns of life which tend to economic
improvement. Concurrent with this is a
tendency for Christians to become ingrown and isolated from the needs
beyond themselves. Wesley's recommended cure was for believers to simplify their
habits of life and give the money saved
to the work of the Lord. Even a modest
implementation of this principle would
revolutionize the Brethren in Christ
Church.

It is a wise person
who shares what cannot
be kept to invest in
what cannot be lost.

How many Brethren in Christ members in the US A and Canada would find
an adjustment of 53c per day—$3.71 per
week—an' unbearable hardship in their
personal or family living? That amount
would provide the total 1982 funding
resources for the General Conference
Fund (including all of the bishops and
general administrators), missions—
home and overseas (operational and
capital), the Board of Christian Education, Messiah College and Niagara Christian College (operational and capital
Brethren in Christ subsidies), ministerial
training expenses, etc. The good news is
that most of that money is already being
given. What resources will be released
for missions, brotherhood and congregational ministries as we recognize the
impact of increased regular giving to the
work of the Lord!
A young Christian father was challenged to form the lifetime practice of

giving 20% of his income to the Lord.
His reply was revealing:
*' When I give 10% to the Lord I
am giving only what I would
spend on tobacco, alcoholic beverages, gambling, etc., if I was not
a Christian. If I give an additional
10%, I receive an amount almost
equivalent to that as an income
tax refund from the 20%."
Jacques Ellul has written:
"The fight of faith demands
sacrificing one's life, one's success,
one's money, one's time, one's
desires. How can we overcome the
power of money? Not by accumulating more money, but by using
money for good purposes, by being just and fair in our dealings.
The law of money is the law of
accumulation, the law of buying
and selling. That is why the only
way to overcome the power of
money is to give it away, to desacrilize it, to free ourselves from its
control. To give away money is to
win a victory over the spiritual
powers that oppress us. There is
an example of what the fight of
faith means. It requires us to give
ourselves to use specific weapons
that only Christians can use."
Paul said, "Command those who are
rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain. . . . Command
them to do good, to be rich in good
deeds, and to be generous and willing to
share" (I Tim. 6:17-18).
It is a wise person who shares what
cannot be kept to invest in what cannot
be lost. An economic recession could
turn into spiritual prosperity for the
faithful Brethren in Christ.
•
Formerly bishop of the Canadian Conference, Roy Sider is secretary of overseas ministries for Brethren in Christ Missions.
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NCC Yesterday

Honoring
the Past
January 4,1932. Excitement fills the
air in the Winger home in Springvale.
Effie and her two children are about to
set out for the first day of the Bible
School that is opening in the village,
the first day, in fact, of what in time
would be called Niagara Christian
College.
Daughter Lilly catches the flavor of
the morning and of the activities-that
followed in a report to the Evangelical
Visitor a few weeks later.
Monday morning dawned bright
and clear. Many things demanded
our attention and minds, because
you see, this was the first day of our
Bible School, on which we counted
so long.
At last we were ready. With almost awe in our hearts we walked in

The students and staff of Ontario Bible School (Niagara Christian College) in its first
year at Fort Erie, 1938-1939. In the front row (left to right): Carlton Wittlinger, J. J.
Cressman, Jesse Steckley, P. J. Wiebe, Clarence E. Heise, Mrs. Clarence E. Heise, and
Edna Shock.
(Photo courtesy of Clarence E. Heise)

and took our places for Chapel Service. Our teachers.. . were already
there. Bro. Nigh also came in and
quite a few of our parents . . . .
We sang that good hymn, "We
Gather on this Joyful Day." Then
Bro. (Walter) Taylor read the Love
Chapter found in 1 Cor. 13. Bro.
Taylor gave the prospective students
a good talk on "Love and Fellowship," which was followed by prayer

in which all looked Heavenward
Then we went to the little room to
register and to decide on subjects,
through all of which we were heartily backed by our parents and
friends.
Eleven students registered for the
classes, most of which were taught by
Peter J. Wiebe, the patriarch of educanext page, please

Celebrating 50 Years of Service—1932-1982

Niagara Christian College
Niagara Christian College began in
the Springvale Brethren in Christ
Church in Ontario, Canada, on January
4, 1932, with sponsorship the next year
by Canada Joint Council. After two
years in Springvale, the school was relocated to Gormley in the Markham,
Ontario, area for the next four years and
renamed Ontario Bible School. In 1938
the present 122-acre campus including
Belmont Hall was purchased for
$13,000. Several other buildings have
been added through the subsequent
years. Ontario Department of Education recognition was given in 1940, and
then years later the name Niagara Christian College emerged.
NCC's 50th anniversary is being celebrated at various points throughout
1982. On April 3 at the Canadian ConJune 10, 1982

ference of the Brethren in Christ Church
in Kitchener, Ontario, commemorative
plates and mugs first went on sale. Sunday, April 25, was a special NCC Day
emphasis in local churches of the Canadian Conference. May 28 was the annual
Sponsors Fellowship Appreciation Dinner for major financial contributors and
saw the premier showing of a professionally-done 50th anniversary slide/
tape program about NCC. June 12 is
Commencement with Dr. E. Morris
Sider of Messiah College as speaker and
features the unveiling of his latest book,
Here Faith and Learning Meet: The
Story of Niagara Christian College. All
of these features will be available at the
forthcoming Brethren in Christ General
Conference July 3-8 in California.
Remaining celebration points will be

as follows:
August 22-29: Niagara Holiness
Camp at NCC.
October 2: Sixth Annual Heritage
Day at NCC sponsored by the Ladies
Auxiliary attracts several thousand
people to its quilt auction, old-fashioned
crafts, and homemade food.
November 5-6: Alumni Homecoming, featuring athletic competition with
NCC teams and a special 50th anniversary banquet. Unlike most high schools,
NCC holds continuing interest for its
nearly 1500 living alumni just as colleges
do.
November 11: Open House for prospective students and their parents.
December 13-14: Christmas Festival
including an afternoon tea and performance for 200 senior citizens.
5

NCC Today

Serving the Present
NCC is a Christian alternative in secondary education
offering Grade 9-13 advanced and general subjects inspected
by the Ontario Ministry of Education. It is a coeducational,
boarding and day school located on a large campus along the

Honoring the Past...
tion in the Brethren in Christ Church.
Wiebe had been part of the beginning
of all f o u r of the d e n o m i n a t i o n ' s
schools—Messiah College, Upland College, J a b b o k , and now the new one in
Canada. Edward Gilmore, a young
minister at the Wainfleet congregation, came to help Wiebe teach the
Bible courses and to conduct the class
in vocal music.
But where would the students meet?
Pastor J o h n Nigh had not found that
question difficult to answer: the school
would be held in the church where his
small congregation worshipped. The
room behind the pulpit could nicely

beautiful Niagara River and upholding Christian standards
of conduct coupled with required Bible courses and chapel
services. A family-type atmosphere enables cross-cultural
interaction among 200 students through activities such as
music and drama as well as varied athletic participation in
intramural sports and inter-scholastic competition within the
Ontario Athletic Association of Christian Schools.
Accompanying photographs illustrate formal activities at
Niagara Christian College.
Academic: This 50th anniversary year saw over 20% of the
students achieve first-term A averages to make the Academic

handle most of the classes; others
could meet in the auditorium.
Neither was food nor lodging much
of a problem since most of the eleven
students lived in or near Springvale.
For the few who did not, as well as the
teachers, Pastor Nigh's father's house
in the village could serve as dormitory
and dining room. Lillian Wiebe,
Peter's wife, could be the cook (and a
good cook she was, too, for she liked
to send a large plate of home-made
candies to the school for everyone to
enjoy).

And so began Niagara Christian College. The eight-week term
ended by most of the students catching the flu. "The patience of our
teachers during that trying time was
most remarkable," wrote student
Dorcas Nigh, and added that "the
students all did well on their final
examination in spite of some practically getting out of bed to come."
Surely a quality beginning for a
quality school.
E. Morris Sider

Dr. Sider has recently written a history
of Niagara Christian College entitled, Here

Faith and Learning Meet: The Story of
Niagara Christian College. Although the

above article is not an excerpt, it does provide a foretaste of Dr. Sider's book. For
more information on how to purchase a
copy, write to Niagara Christian College,
2619 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada. L2A 5 M4.
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Dean's List as well as placement in various mathematics and
science competitive examinations.
Athletics: 1982 brought both League and Tournament
Championships in men's hockey as well as placement in
soccer, basketball, and track and field.
Music: The golden anniversary edition of The River
Brethren VIII has travelled throughout Ontario to minister in
churches and at retreats in addition to choir and band concerts at Christmas and in the Spring.
Drama: The 50th anniversary three-act play, "Arsenic and
Old Lace," drew about 1200 people just as last year's classic,

"Cheaper By the Dozen," and the one-act competition play,
"Still Stands the House," won four top awards at the Niagara
District Festival.
Why NCC? The excellence illustrated above is needed
more than ever now at high school level:
—as an alternative to today's secular educational climate
in both philosophy and practice.
—to prepare for higher education, even Christian college,
and for integration of faith with all of life.
—for guiding lives into fully surrendered service and holy
living.

NCC Tomorrow

Planning for the Future
At this 50th anniversary time, a master plan has been developed and approved
for the present 122-acre site of Niagara Christian College. This plan shows
expansion to include several compatible ministries—a senior citizen's complex, a
campground and Bible conference facility, a local church, and denominational
offices. The specific plans for NCC include growth in stages to 350 and then to 500
students involving the attendant physical development required. As God provided the challenge and people responded in the past to reach the present, so this
master plan is the new challenge calling for new response.
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Missionaries Eleanor and Marshall Poe write candidly about
experiences in Nicaragua's rural eastern department, Zelaya. A
significant portion of the Nicaragua church's rapid growth in
the past several years has occurred in this mountainous,
scenic region.

A lesson about faith
by Marshall Poe
Sitting in the Saturday evening praise
and fellowship service at Salta Mataka,
I was wishing the service would soon be
finished. I had awakened at 3:00 that
morning to catch the express bus from
Managua. After four hours on the bus
and 1 '/2 hours in a motor canoe followed
by a day of visiting, I was tired.
The brethren had already offered
more than their share of special songs
and testimonies when the pastor turned
to the sisters. After a slight pause, a
14-year-old girl on the front row nearly
jumped from her seat and stood before
us. Her clothes were ordinary and she

had bare feet. I expected her to sing but
was surprised to hear her share an experience with the group of more than 100
people gathered in the church.
She began by telling us about an allnight service she had recently attended.
On her journey home next morning she
became ill. At one village she drank
some black coffee which did not help
her. She continued walking but felt
worse and very weak. She finally lay
down to wait for her father, her pastor
and others who would be following her.
When they arrived, the pastor read the
Bible and they all prayed for her healing.

During the prayer she felt herself falling
as in a dream but never hurt herself.
After a short time she felt well enough to
continue her journey.
This young girl's affirmation that
night was that God is Savior and Healer,
and that this experience was a sign for
the world to see and know God's power.
She also warned the group that Satan is
fierce and is against God's children.
By this time I was thinking that a
night without sleep capped with black
coffee would cause a lot of people to feel
ill. I did not disagree with her affirmation about God nor the devil, but I
found myself wondering how she could
know that this had been an attack from
Satan or that God had allowed this for
his glory. To her there was no doubt.
First gradually, then forcibly, I realized that I was not doubting this 14year-old girl but God and his ability to
reveal himself and give knowledge to
whomever he wishes. God, by the Holy
Spirit, was reminding me that night that
while some of my brothers and sisters do
not have the advantage of formal education, they are rich in faith and spiritual
discernment.

"It never occurred to me that I
should learn to ride a horse"
by Eleanor Poe
Somehow it had# never occurred to me
that I should learn to ride a horse in
order to prepare for life in Nicaragua.
Thelma Logo, leader of the Brethren in
Christ women in Nicaragua, and Mayra
Garcia, a Nicaraguan youth leader, were
as unprepared as I for this day—for they
also had never ridden a horse.
After some important instructions
about how to control a horse, we three
plus Socorro, the wife of the pastor at
Huapi'—a village nine hours by bus and
boat northeast of Managua—began our
three-hour horseback ride from Huapi'
to the Brethren in Christ Church at Las
Pavas.
It took only about five minutes to
come to our first crisis—a field of mud
and ruts. My horse chose a spot where
he had to jump three feet into a pool of
water. Ten minutes later we came to a
deep riverbed where my horse jumped
8

an even steeper bank, rushing through
thorns along the edge of the path.
When Mayra and I decided we would
rather walk than endanger our lives
further on these animals, we got stuck
twice in mud up to the top of our boots.
It seemed that the path was always leading into or out of a riverbed and the
more level areas were deep mud, sometimes up to the horses' stomachs. When
the path was in good condition, our
horses could not be hurried.
After seven of the longest hours of
our lives we arrived at Las Pavas, on top
of a beautiful hill. All we wanted was
water and a rest, but our reason for
coming was to spend time with the
women there, encouraging them in their
work in the community and church.
With renewed strength after a rest
and a plate of delicious rice, beans and
chicken, we walked to a river to bathe
and wash some of our mud-encrusted
clothes. As we worked, Thelma said,

"Thank you, God, for water to wash our
bodies and our clothes." Someone else
added, "And thank you for safety on our
journey today."
And thus in that little stream surrounded by high hills and dense foliage,
we had a spontaneous praise time to our
God—for the people in Huapi' who had
given us directions about riding horses,
for others who loaned us boots and
other travel clothes, for the horses who
worked hard to carry us through the
mud, for our families and friends who
were praying for us, for the great beauty
we had seen that day, for Jesus, for the
Holy Spirit who is working in parts of
the world we find difficult to reach, for
Socorro who helped us so much with
our horses that day.
We climbed out of that river valley
with lots of mosquito bites but refreshed
in our bodies and spirits, ready to spend
an evening sharing with and learning
from the people in distant Las Pavas.
Evangelical Visitor
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The Board for Missions hopes that people will discuss in the
local congregations both its General Report (see May 10
Evangelical Visitor) and the following three recommendations
being brought to the 1982 General Conference:

We therefore
recommend....
into Colombia be approved for implementation during
the next biennium dependent on the Lord opening the
door and calling personnel, and the availability of funds
and the continued guidance of the Holy Spirit.

View of Colombia's capital and largest city, Bogota, from a
nearby mountain.

2.
1.

Colombia

Gordon Gilmore and Roy Sider visited Bogota, Colombia,
during the last three days of April. Visas are now being
granted to missionaries without complications.
Three representative chairmen have agreed to serve in an
advisory capacity with the Brethren in Christ Church in
discerning the Lord's willfor a ministry in Bogota in the event
of approval by the General Conference.
W H E R E A S the General Conference took affirmative conditional action toward the opening of a mission in Colombia, and
W H E R E A S the breadth and nature of the contacts experienced since then and the availability of qualified Colombian believers who are prepared to sponsor a Brethren in
Christ presence within the country can only be explained
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and
W H E R E A S there are Brethren in Christ persons in North
America interested in service with such a mission, and
W H E R E A S the dynamics of the political situation in the
Latin American community could necessitate the transfer
of Spanish-speaking missionaries from one country to
another, which transfer would be better facilitated as
Brethren in Christ Missions is present in several Spanishspeaking countries, and
W H E R E A S the funding for entry into Colombia is projected
within the total program budget as presented to General
Conference and is within a less than 10 percent increase
per year in the total overseas program budget over the
three years, 1982, 1983, and 1984, therefore,
RECOMMEND
That the General Conference affirm intention of the Board
for Missions to create a Brethren in Christ administrative
board within Colombia and proceed with application for
registration with the Colombian government, and further
RECOMMEND
That the projected entry of Brethren in Christ Missions
June 10, 1982

International Placement Service

Study this innovative recommendation carefully. It signals
the Brethren in Christ to be preparedfor possible new kinds
of ministries. Some of these may be in places where traditional doors to service have been considered closed.
WHEREAS there is among us as Brethren in Christ a growing vision to forward the Great Commission of our Lord
as it relates to the unreached peoples of our generation,
and
WHEREAS there are countries which are technically closed
to expatriate "missionaries" but where Christians may
enter to provide needed professional services, in such places (for example, the Mediterranean communities and
Asia), and
WHEREAS such ministry is being facilitated by other
responsible missions agencies, and
WHEREAS there is credibility to evangelism by presence as
well as by proclamation and persuasion, and
WHEREAS such ministries can generally be carried forward
with a minimum of missions funding, it is, therefore
RECOMMENDED
That the General Conference express favor of the concept
that the Board for Missions function as a separately identified agency such as an "International Placement Service,"
but within the General Conference total program budget
of the Board for Missions. The responsibilities of this
separate entity would include:
a) Identifying committed, qualified Christians who are
available for international service;
b) Locating positions open for expatriate personnel in
other countries, especially among people unreached by the
gospel;
c) Serving as a liaison between qualified personnel and the
agencies seeking professional expatriates;
d) Providing spiritual counsel toward effective Christian
life and witness within the country to which assignments
are made.
next page, please
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India Church's biennial

council

Thanksgiving and
decision-making
—from a report by
Emmanual Roy,
Church secretary
The 25th Biennial Church Council of
the Brethren in Christ in India convened
April 1, 1982, at Barjora. Vice Chair-

Rev. Hem and Esther Paul from Barjora. Hem was chosen Chairman of the
India Church for the next biennium.

man S. N. Roy presided, as Chairman
Patras Hembrom could not come because of ill health. Voting membership
was 106, with delegates representing
Saharsa, Barjora, Purnea and Banmankhi regions and two guests.
The council theme, "He gives me new
strength," was highlighted in the council
sermon presented by Rev. Arthur Pye.
During the meeting we often had special
prayer as we sensed our need of Christ
and our dependency on the power of the
Holy Spirit.
In addition to receiving reports from
the church secretary and treasurer, the
Council decided to ordain five men:
Barnabas Minz from Purnea; Samuel
Hembrom, Moses Marandi, Luke
Murmu and Stephen Marandi from
Banmankhi. It was also decided that the
Banmankhi area be divided into two
separate regions to allow greater representation on the Church Board. Four
board members were chosen.
The church planters appointed by the
India church, and mainly responsible
for church growth, gave a positive report

We therefore recommend...
3.

Hispanic ministry in North America

The strength and integrity of our witness in the world
depends on our willingness to take seriously Jesus' instructions in Acts 1:8.
WHEREAS the General Conference of 1978 took action
authorizing the Board for Missions to pursue the opening
of new missions ministries in North America among ethnic groups, and
WHEREAS we believe that Christ as Lord of History
created all peoples with their infinite diversity and through
their movements on the earth calls them to seek Him and
find Him, and
WHEREAS there are over four million persons of Hispanic
heritage living in the greater Los Angeles area, many of
them as neighbors to Brethren in Christ families and
congregations in side by side communities, and
10

Regional superintendent and retiring
church chairman Patras Hembrom (left)
with his oldest son, Samuel, one of the
five men chosen to be ordained.

to the Council: "We have potential for
growth, we have interest in growth, we
are preparing to grow, we expect to
enlarge the kingdom of Christ in our
area of Bihar." A statistical report presented by the church secretary showed
30 churches and about a 10 percent net
increase in membership during 1981,
bringing total membership to about
1400. There was expression of praise to
the Lord for his faithfulness during the
past biennium and assessment of real
growth and maturity taking place in the
church.
Standing together, the Council expressed thanks for the assistance of the
Brethren in Christ in Canada and the
United States. Later, Rev. Hem Paul
was chosen and installed as the new
church chairman for the next two years.
Closing prayers and benediction by Rev.
Surendra Roy concluded the meeting
and the Council was adjourned.
•

WHEREAS the barriers between our communities is one of
language and culture, not geography, and therefore crosscultural skills are required for effective communication,
and
WHEREAS bridges can be built through such services as
Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL), literacy
classes, assistance with citizenship procedures, etc., and
WHEREAS partnership is a basic ingredient to the development of rapport and mutually beneficial relationships,
therefore
RECOMMEND
That the General Conference affirm the planning of the
Board for Missions, working cooperatively with the
Pacific Conference, to initiate an Hispanic Ministry in
Southern California, with the goals of developing an indigenous Hispanic Church, and
That this ministry be launched by calling a missionary with
cross-cultural skills to team with Hispanic Christian
leadership.
g
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Some Ideas That Worked

Planning a Christian
Education Workshop
by Ken Letner
February 6th . . . sunny . . . crisp . . .
chairs and tables in place . . . audio
visual equipment ready . . . 8:00 a . m . . .
workshop leaders arriving . . . preparations made. This was the scene at the
Lancaster Brethren in Christ Church for
a Leadership Training Workshop planned for the leaders and teachers of our
congregation. As our local Board of
Christian Education reviewed the event,
we felt we experienced a high degree of
success, considering we had sixty of our
own congregation present as well as
thirty-five from neighboring congregations.
What are the factors that contributed
to the success of the workshop? As I
review the event and the preparations
leading to it, I believe there were at least
four:
1. Timing. Any time is a good time
to enrich your teachers and leaders.
However, realizing that the workers in
our churches also have other responsibilities and interests, and that these
responsibilities and interests usually vary
according to the seasons, there are times
during the year that are better than others for planning a workshop. The need
for teacher training is probably greatest
just before starting new assignments,
generally beginning in September. Since
many individuals take vacation in August, planning for teacher training is
often scheduled during the fall months,
September, October, November. In these
beginning months of teaching creative
help is welcomed.
Another good time for planning a

Ken Letner is the associate pastor of the
Lancaster, Pa. congregation and is under
appointment by the Board of Christian Education as its assistant director of Christian
Education.
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workshop would be the early months of
a year, January through April. The
weather of the winter months often dimishes energy and desire for teaching. A
workshop helps in a great way to lift
enthusiasm. Of course, the weather in
January, February and even March is
very unpredictable in many areas of the
denomination. If plans are made for a
winter workshop, prayer for cooperating weather is a must.
A workshop planned between April
and August usually has a great deal of
competition—spring cleaning, outside
work, gardening, youth athletic programs, picnicking, vacations and a host
of others. A way to discover the best
time for your church to have a workshop is to observe your people, maybe
even poll them, to see what season they
are more likely to be willing and able to
attend.
2. Promotion. This is a must! The
people in our congregation were contacted no less than five times in five
different ways. Written bulletin announcements began appearing about six weeks
before the workshop. Verbal announcements started three to four weeks in
advance. A letter containing resources

Christian education
needs leaders and
teachers trained to do
the work of ministry
to which they
have been called.

and topics was mailed about three weeks
before the workshop. Then department
leaders made personal contacts in the
two weeks prior to the meeting. And a
newspaper article was prepared—just
before the event.
The thrust of our promotion was to
our own people. However, because we
felt others could benefit we sent letters
and programs to numerous churches in
our area three to four weeks before the
workshop.
3. Resources and Topics. The resource persons one chooses to lead the
workshop will have a bearing on how
the workshop is received. One of the
questions planners have is, "Where do
we find the resources?" We obtained our
six resource persons from four different
areas, while a fifth area could have been
checked also:
—Local Brethren in Christ Congregations. There are persons within our congregations who have special gifts that
could be used.
—Denominational Leaders. Regional
and General Boards of Christian Education are glad to provide resource.
—Area Schools and Colleges.
—Community Churches.
—Publishing Houses.
We planned our workshop to address
various departments of our church—
early childhood, children, youth, adult,
retarded adult. In order to arrive at relevant areas of concern to be addressed,
we asked our department leaders for
topics. We also asked the resource persons we enlisted to suggest topics for
which they felt qualified.
The following are a few of the topics
we discussed:
"Taking Responsibility Seriously Without Burning out"; "Developing Communication Skills with Young Children"; "Putting Teaching Materials to
Work"; "Understanding the Mentally
Handicapped Adult."
Whatever topics are chosen, they need
to be informative, relevant, and challenging.
4. Location, Length and Cost. Most
persons feel comfortable at home in
their own church building. Some are
willing to go to area workshops, but
most respond better if the workshop
comes to them. Some churches feel they
don't have a large enough staff to warrant having their own workshop. In this
case, combining with one or two nearby
congregations in planning would be
helpful.
next page, please
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MPF Conference—
"Missions Alive and
Growing"

P H L L F R H
I

Too long a day is the quickest way to
bring about negative feelings for Christian Education Workshops. Our day
lasted from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
9:00-9:30 Registration—fellowship
9:30-10:30 General session and
introductions
10:30-12:00 Workshop I (five departments)
12:00-1:00 Lunch. We provided a
light lunch for people
which freed them from
having to bring one.
Asking people t o
bring bag lunches
works as well.
1:00-2:30 Workshop II (five departments)
12
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Allegheny Conference

The Missions Prayer Fellowship of
the Atlantic Conference met April 29,
1982 at the Souderton Brethren in Christ
Church with 192 persons attending. The
theme for the day was "Missions Alive
and Growing." The speaker was Dorcas
Climenhaga, former missionary and a
bishop's wife who actively promotes
missions in her conference. She spoke
on "What's Happening in 1982" and
"Quickening Our Pace."
The morning devotional was brought
by Marian Sisco, pastor's wife. Sandra
Bowman, coordinator for the Women's
Missionary Sewing Auxiliary, reported
its activities. Greetings were given by
Shirley Heisey from Macha Mission
Hospital; Josephine Muchinga, an African sister; the Rev. Philip Leung,
representing FEBC; and Anna Engle,
longtime missionary in Africa. Verna
Mae Ressler directed the prayer period
with those who had served in missions as
prayer leaders.
The offering of $ 1150.00, less expenses,
was given to the 1982 national M P F
project—church planting in Japan.
Next year's meeting will be held at the
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church.
The committee for 1982-83 is composed
of: Eva Mae Brubaker, president; Nancy
Jo Shenk, vice president; Marilyn Reigle, secretary; and Marilyn Heisey,
treasurer.

Planning a Christian
Education Workshop

U

The Chambersburg congregation observed its
75th anniversary on Sunday, April 18, with both a
morning and afternoon service. Bishop Charlie
Byers delivered the morning message. Former
Pastor Glenn Ginder sent greetings via video tape.
Pastors A. G. Brubaker, Michael Knowles and
former Pastor Ralph Palmer also took part in the
service.
The Clarence Center congregation reports holding a Guess Who's Coming to Dinner event during
March. The Worship and Fellowship Committee
planned the event to promote Christian fellowship. • Ray and Darlyss Kipe were guest speakers
of the Five Forks congregation on Sunday evening, May 2. • The Mount Rock congregation
reports that the choral and dramatic work, "The
Living Cross" was presented on April 9,10 and 11.
Erma Morris directed the presentation.
Pete and Millie Sollenberger from the Paramount congregation were recently commissioned
to serve in Zambia. Bishop Sider and Pastor Jim
Ernst led the service. On April 28, the Sollenbergers left for a year of service. • Rev. N. Blain
Kauffman reports special services were held by the
Saxton congregation on April 18-25. Rev. Kauffman reports that the Lord was at work as Rev.
Curtis Bryant shared in the services.

Atlantic Conference
An Installation service was held on Sunday
morning, May 2, for Rev. Joe Hyatt as the associate pastor of the Elizabethtown congregation. •
The junior choir of the Refton congregation presented the musical, "It's Cool in the Furnace."
Gladys Bert directed the choir.
On Saturday, May 15, the youth of the Holden
Park (Orlando, FL) congregation challenged the
neighborhood youth to baseball and volleyball
games. Thirteen young people from the community participated. Following the games and a grilled

•

• • from page 11

Our local Board of Christian Education budgeted money to provide for the
workshop so our own people would not
be charged. Persons coming from other
churches we asked to register at $5.00.
We were able to provide honorarium for
our resource persons, some support to
our General Conference Board of Christian Education and lunch for 100 persons for a very reasonable budget expenditure.
We were pleased with our leadership
training workshop. It renewed in us a
sense of the importance of Christian
education. We also realized again that
Christian Education needs leaders and
teachers trained to do the work of ministry to which they've been called.
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hot dog supper, the pastor, Gary Eldred presented
a challenge from God's Word. Four persons
responded to the challenge.

Canadian Conference
An all-day love feast was held by the Bertie
congregation on Saturday, May 1. Rev. Paul
Hensel, pastor of the Clarence Center congregation (Allegheny Conference) and Rev. Elwood
Flewelling ministered throughout the day along
with singing and testimonies from the congregation. Traditional meals were held at noon and in
the evening, followed by foot washing and communion.
Dr. Daniel Chamberlain shared with the Houghton congregation in a Spiritual Renewal weekend.
Five persons were received into fellowship by the
congregation on May 2. • A presentation by the
Canadian Home Bible League was given to the
Ridgemount congregation o n Sunday evening,
May 2. The audio-visual program showed the
organization's involvement in supplying Bibles to
China.

HllHfi
jBttemf

,

mmi

*

i

Five members of the Winger family who
attended the Bertie Love Feast are (from left
to right, standing) Pearl (Winger) Charlton,
Ralph Winger, and Clara (Winger, Myers)
Ruegg. Seated are Stanley and Harvey
Winger.

Central Conference
The Beulah Chapel (Kentucky) congregation
hosted a Youth Rally for the Kentucky Brethren in
Christ churches on Saturday evening, April 24. •
Six persons were received into fellowship by the
Fairview congregation.
The Youth Group of the Union Grove Church
held a work day in April, doing yard work and
heavy cleaning for several older couples of the
congregation as well as for the pastor, Gilbert
Gomez. After the work was completed they
enjoyed a cookout.

Midwest Conference
The Oak Park congregation reports that 21
youth were in attendance at a midweek service
recently. • An Open House of the parsonage was
held by the Rosebank congregation on Sunday,
May 2, following the Dedication Service.
A joint worship service was scheduled for the

CPS Reunion
The annual Eastern District CPS
Reunion will be held Sunday, Aug.
1, at the Belleville M e n n o n i t e
School. Please send address changes to Paul E. Bender, Secretary; Star
Route 7; Belleville, PA 17004 as
soon as possible.
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Abilene and Rosebank congregations on Sunday,
May 30, with Rosebank hosting the service. The
p r o g r a m included songs and testimony f r o m
Charles and Marilynn Williams.

Pacific Conference
The Alta Loma congregation is making plans to
expand their Christian Education facilities, using a
cash basis. • The Labish congregation has recently
remodeled their sanctuary and pastor's study,
which includes new carpet.
A f o r m e r TV newscaster, Janine Tartaglia, was
the Mother's Day guest of the Upland congregation in the morning worship services. She also
spoke at a special Youth Rally.

For The Record . . .

Births

Asbury: Edward Dean, April 24; D a n and
Edith Asbury, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Barley: T i m o t h y Tyson, April 1; Fred and
Cindy Barley, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Bathauer: Ryan Danniel, April 16; D a n and
Carol Bathauer, Upland congregation, Ca.
Boyd: Abigail Lynne, April 19; Dr. Devee and
J a n Boyd, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Clark: Michael Christopher, March 2; Michael
and Sandy Clark, Massey Place congregation,
Sask.
Dilts: Zachariah Preston, April 5; Gary and
Cindy Dilts, Boyle congregation, Ont.
Disher: Diane Lynn, April 26; R o n and Linda
Disher, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Harwood: T h o m a s Noble, April 6; Robert and
D o n n a H a r w o o d , Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.
Helinga: Nathan Simon, April 20; Jack and
Charlene Helinga, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Kibler: Austin Alan, April 14; Wendell and
Patty Kibler, M a n o r congregation, Pa.
Lebold: Chad Andrew, April 4; Clare and Gloria Lebold, Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Moore: Katie Sue, April 24; Paul and Cheryl
Moore, Wainfleet congregation, Ont.
Sherk: Scott, April 19; Rick and Karen Sherk,
Sherkston congregation, Ont.
Thrush: Heather Joy, Feb. 26; R a y and Jean
(Witter) Thrush, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Deppen-Ernst: Kim Ernst and R o n Deppen,
J u n e 20, 1981, in the M o u n t a i n View Brethren in
Christ Church with brother of the bride, Rev. Jim
Ernst, officiating.
Ensminger-Esh: Ellen, daughter of Rev. and
Mrs. Jim Esh, and Jesse Ensminger, Upland, Ca.,
April 17, in the M o u n t a i n View Brethren in Christ
Church with father of the bride and Bishop D o n
Shafer officiating.
Fidler-Fretz: Colleen, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Hubert Fretz, Stevensville, Ont., and Gregory, son of Mr. and Mrs. T h o m a s Fidler, D u n n ville, Ont., M a r c h 19, in the Wainfleet Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman
officiating.
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God cares about
our every need
by Ethel Bigham
Recently while wanting to touchup a rain spot on a ceiling, I went for
paint in the basement which we had
used a few years ago. I brought the
paint up and set it in my kitchen sink
to stir. After thoroughly mixing it, I
started toward the upstairs, then decided I had better get a newspaper from
the magazine rack in the living room
to set the paint bucket on. With paint
and newspaper in hand, I turned
around to go upstairs. Imagine my
horror to see a stream of white paint
all the way from the kitchen to the
living room on my dark green carpet!
The bucket had sprung a leak!

Frey-Bender: F. Louise, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. J. Warren Bender, Washington Boro, Pa.,
and Wilson Fisher, son of Mr. and Mrs. Emerson
Frey, Millersburg, Pa., April 17, in the M a n o r
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n Hawbaker officiating.
Patriquin-Tuckett: Susan Tuckett and Phillip
Patriquin, Dec. 29, 1981, in the Ridgemount
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Vern Bosserman officiating.
Roadknight-Brouwers: M o n i q u e Christine,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Brouwers, Oak
Ridges, Ont., and Gregory Allen, son of Mr. and
Mrs. C. Allen Roadknight, Toronto, Ont., April
24, in the Bridlewood Brethren in Christ Church
with Rev. Leonard J. Chester officiating.
Slattery-Gilmore: Kimberly, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Gilmore, Wainfleet, Ont., and
Robert, son of Mrs. Gordon Slattery, Deep River,
Ont., April 17 in the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating.
Vines-Lambert: Esther, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Orland Lambert, Wainfleet, Ont., and Kenneth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Vines, Gowanstown, Ont., Dec. 19, 1981, in the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Gordon
Gilmore and Rev. Robert Rolston officiating.

Obituaries
Carver: Andrew Curtiss Carver, Stevensville,
Ont., born July 12, 1919, died April 21, 1982. He is
survived by two brothers: Ernest and Walter; and
ten nieces and nephews. Two sisters preceded him
in death. The funeral service was conducted by
Rev. David Croxford. Interment was in the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Cemetery.
Engle: Ethel H. Engle, Messiah Village, Pa.,
born Jan. 24, 1903, died April 10, 1982. She is
survived by two sisters: Ruth and Mrs. Mary Ellen
T h u m a . She was a member of the Maytown

I prayed instantly, "Oh, God help
me!!" The next two hours I worked
frantically to get this latex paint up. It
was much improved, but still there
was a visible line there. Would we
have to recarpet the dining and living
rooms?
A few days later a lady came to my
door just begging me to let her demonstrate her rug shampooer, for
which she would get credit. I told her
of my freak accident and she suggested a chemical to get off the paint.
She shampooed my whole carpet and
used the chemical twice on the paint
line and presto—the rug is almost
spotless. Immediately I knew God
had sent the lady to my door that
day! I praise Him! He has answered
in other situations as well.
Ethel Bigham is a "senior citizen" in
Harrisburg, Pa., Brethren in Christ
congregation.

Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Greg Funk and
Rev. Leroy Walters conducted the funeral service.
Interment was in the East Donegal Cemetery.
Lenhert: Cyrus Wingerd Lenhert, born March
29, 1895 in Hope, Ks„ died April 20, 1982 in
Ontario, Ca. He is survived by two sons: Ray and
Gerald; and two daughters: Dorothy and Verna
LeGrand. He was a member of the Upland
Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Alvin Burkholder
conducted the funeral service in the RichardsonPeterson Mortuary, Ontario. Interment was in the
Bellevue Mausoleum.
Martin: Walter S. Martin, Elizabethtown, Pa,
born April 12, 1910, died Feb. 6, 1982. He was
married to Rachel Wingert Martin who survives.
Also surviving are f o u r d a u g h t e r s : Marilyn
Forbes, Jane Walters, Linda Bauman and Carol
Thomas; and six grandchildren. He was a lifelong
member of the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ
Church where he served as the minister of music
for 35 years. He also was a member of the Messiah
College Board of Trustees. Rev. W. Dale Allison
and Rev. Elbert Smith conducted the funeral
service.
Sherk: Mrs. Pearl Emaline Sherk, born June
18, 1896, died April 13, 1982. She was married to
Oscar Sherk who survives. Also surviving are two
daughters: Mrs. Ethel Sider and Mrs. Margerie
Hyde; a son, Calvary; two sisters: Delia Fowler
and Ella Pearson; a brother, Reuben Moyes; 9
grandchildren; and 21 great-grandchildren. She
was a member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ
Church where Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. David
Croxford conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the adjoining cemetery.
Swayze: Mrs. Mona (Dilts) Swayze, born Jan.
25, 1937, died April 13, 1982. She was married to
Doug Swayze who survives. Also surviving are
four children: Lyn, Brian, Ken and Jerry. Rev.
J o h n Young conducted the funeral service in the
Boyle Brethren in Christ Church. Interment was in
the Maple Lawn Cemetery.
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United in Christ
in our
fragmented world

A view from rural Abilene
by Bonnie Frey
As we consider how the Brethren in
Christ can become "United in Christ in a
fragmented world," the church in the
Midwest may well have a different perspective than the rest of the church.
However, I do not propose to speak for
the Midwest in this article but am presenting what I believe to be the view
from a small group of less than one
hundred people who live in rural Kansas
and attend the Zion church. Are we a
"typical" Midwestern church? I think
not.
"How do you see the world from rural
Abilene," was the question asked of this
writer as the article was assigned. I asked
several people from the church. A young
father said, "I struggle to see the world
from here." His wife added, "The world
looks good when you sit in Kansas." A
middle-aged farmer reflected, "If I
wouldn't watch the news, it would look
pretty good," while his daughter commented, "I don't think we take world
conditions seriously enough." Other
answers were, "If we are insulated, it is
our own doing," and "I see it as a struggle for survival. In America the economy is crucial right now." A farmer,
active in state and local organizations
said, "I don't believe we are sheltered
that much. We're not ignorant." A nurse
practitioner said, "I see the world as very
confused, hurting physically and emotionally." Another concluded, "We have
just as much information here as they do
anywhere in the United States."
The above answers reflect the diversity of the thinking in our congregation.
Some of us read Sojourners and worry
about how to protest nuclear arms. Others wouldn't miss Paul Harvey or a
chance to quote him. Some drive plush
vans while others have traded in large
cars for small economy models. We
have teachers, nurses, and a sprinkling

Bonnie Frey works for a social services
agency in Junction City, Kansas.
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of other professionals with many people
working in service-oriented jobs. We
have no doctors, dentists or lawyers.
About half of our adults have had some
college work. Most of our thirty-plus
families are two-parent families. About
one-third of the wives work outside the
home. We are middle class. No one is on
welfare but farm economy has been
drastically down the past two years. In
spite of that, this rural congregation in
1981 gave $51,000 to a central church
budget with over $13,000 of that going
to missions.
How are we "united in Christ" at
Zion? About three years ago a young
pastor and his wife came from the urban
East to serve this rural parish. This was
his first pastorate and his concern was to
lead us in developing community. His
ethnic background was strong on community and his first religious experience
was reinforced by a community of caring believers. He believed that until we
were a community, we could not effectively reach others. Not all of us were
enthusiastic or cooperative. (Some still
are not.) He began to understand that
one of the strengths of these Kansas
farmers was to be independent and
self-sufficient.
Some good things happened as we
found we could develop a greater sense
of community and still retain some sense
of independence which is an important
part of our heritage. We met together
more often informally and simplified
our food at those times when we ate.
(For example, we had soup and cracker
luncheons on the Sundays of Lent.) We
sat together and talked and shared at
those times.
Discipleship groups were begun. Again, some did not participate but there
was opportunity given to dialogue together in a non-judgmental way about
their non-participation, with appreciation for each other's differing needs.
Leaders of these groups met for some
months with some significant listening,
exhorting, encouraging and praying

with each other. A morning Bible study
with a community outreach has remained active.
Granted that meeting together informally, praying together, and talking
together does not guarantee unity, but
we have become more united in Christ
as this has happened. Some may question whether becoming united in Christ
is a process. I believe it to be.
There is a new spirit of love among us.
We are seeking to learn what mutual
responsibility means. There is a new
openness. Sometimes it happens on
Sunday morning in our sharing time
during worship, or in a Sunday school
class or a committee meeting. As people
make themselves vulnerable, others affirm, encourage, edify, advise, and unite
to pray for them. We have much more
to learn about being responsible and
responsive to each other.
This past year the congregation experienced a sudden divorce in a family.
Many shared in a very practical ministry
to this family. Some disagreed with the
role of the church in this situation but
there was also dialogue about this, and
the sense of unity prevailed.
A few months ago one of our families
experienced the tragic loss of husband
and father in a freak farm accident.
There were beautiful expressions of love
from the church to this family, some of
them tangible. Family members from
away spoke with deep appreciation of
the sense of community they felt as the

Some good things
happened as we found
we could develop
a greater sense of
community and still retain
some sense of independence
which is an important
part of our heritage.
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church ministered to their grieving
family.
Being united in Christ has given some
a new vision of sharing. This ministry is
as diverse as our people and has included
such things as food taken to elderly
neighbors, shut-ins visited, and jail visitation. One member picked up a hitchhiker, housed him and paid his bus fare
to Salt Lake so he did not have to stand
in the bitter cold to get a ride. This past
year money gifts from the deacon's fund
(a budget item) was quietly given to several church families with special needs.
Outside needs were addressed. Money
was given to a wage earner out of work
and butane bought for a needy family. A
member paid rent for a single mother
with small children. Gifts of food and
clothing have been given to local needy
families. A refugee family was sponsored. One family has been mom and
dad to a foster daughter for a year and
another home is waiting to receive two
small foster daughters. This is just a
sample of corporate and personal sharing, unobtrusively done in the spirit of
Christ.
What more than should we be doing
to bring wholeness and reconciliation to
a fragmented world? Should we have
more discipleship groups, diet-discipline
groups, daycare provision for working
mothers, a used clothing store in the
church basement, a food pantry, transient assistance with overnight lodging
available, a self help shop, visitation
ministry to nursing homes, an enlarged
prison ministry, more foster homes? I
have the troubled feeling that we should
be doing these things and more also.
Our pastor discerned well the weakness in our church when he expressed
concern to our church community that
we should have "a more intentional
approach to personal evangelism." A
group will be meeting regularly to discuss, pray and try to discern how to be
evangelists in this geographical area.
We'll begin with family camp, an
annual interchurch event, always a time
of special fellowship and fun together.
This year we will invite families who do
not attend our church. This will be a first
step in beginning to concentrate on a
lay-relational type of evangelism. Are
we ready? I believe that as we seek to
become evangelists in this manner, we
will be led into a closer walk with our
Lord, called to a further quest for piety
and obedience.
When this happens we will experience
a more complete ministry to a fragmented world here in rural Kansas.
June 10, 1982

EDITORIAL

Cooperative funding
One of the major recommendations coming to General Conference from
the Task Force on Structure, Funding and Budgeting proposes a new way of
supporting the general ministries of the church (missions, church planting,
support of the bishops, Christian education, etc.). Judging from the name of
the Task Force, that is not really surprising. On pages two and three, David
McBeth outlines both the rationale and the method being proposed for a
cooperative stewardship approach to such brotherhood ministries.
The idea that all church agencies share proportionally in one unified budget
is rather reminiscent of Paul's counsel to the church at Corinth: "Our desire is
not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there
might be equality... as it is written: 'He that gathered much did not have too
much, and he that gathered little did not have too little' " (2 Cor. 8:13, 15;
NIV).
What the Task Force recommends on the denominational level has been
operating for some time in many of our local congregations. The congregational council establishes a budget which includes local and church-wide
needs. Members of the congregation then give to the local treasury. As the
congregational budget is met, the local needs are cared for and funds are
forwarded to the agencies of the brotherhood.
In the proposal, offerings for general church ministries will be sent to a
central treasury, where they are divided out to all agencies according to a
budget approved by Conference earlier. If funds come in slowly, each agency
suffers proportionally. And all agencies share in educating the church about
the total ministry of the denomination.
Part of the attractiveness of Cooperative Ministries and Mission is the
emphasis upon "cooperation" rather than "competition." Congregations will
be encouraged to liberally support the unified ministry of the church rather
than face competing fund drives by various boards. Of course, moving from
ten separate Brethren in Christ appeals to one unified budget does nothing
about the scores of requests for money which inundate congregations and
individuals from outside the brotherhood. (In fact, one potential danger of the
unified approach is that such specific appeals might become more attractive to
some persons in our congregations.)
For all the attractiveness of the proposals, there are some fundamental
questions which must be addressed. For example, can the dynamics which
make possible a unified budget on the local level (or in a regional conference
which has a high degree of self-identity and cohesiveness) be duplicated with
equal effectiveness at the denominational level? Budget approval is a group
process at both the congregational level and at the proposed General Conference level. But in congregations, each member can comment on the budget,
voicing support or suggesting changes. When General Conference considers
its unified budget, however, approval will come from congregational representatives, not from the persons who give the offerings from Sunday to
Sunday. Is our trust level and commitment to brotherhood sufficiently strong
to offset this degree of detachment from the decision-making process?
Our track record in congregations and in the Canadian regional conference
suggests that in a closely-knit community of believers, a unified ministry
budget can work. If we together catch the vision of cooperating in this type of
stewardship approach, I believe a unified budget would work. But it ultimately is up to you and me—first in our vote at Conference, then in our giving
patterns at home—to determine if Cooperative Ministries and Mission funding will work for the Brethren in Christ.
G
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"Holiness and Revival"—
1982 CHA Convention
"Holiness and Revival" was the theme
of the 114th annual convention of the
Christian Holiness Association, held
April 20-22 in Kansas City, MO. The
speakers presented revival in historical,
current and future perspectives. The
keynote message was given by Dr. Wingrove Taylor, General Superintendent
of the Carribean Wesley an Church, who
was also selected to receive the Holiness
Exponent of the Year award.
Many persons felt this year's convention was one of the best. Each speaker
spoke with burden, insight and the
anointing of the Lord. God used the
spoken Word to warm our hearts and
call us to revival. Persons sought God
for clean hearts and the baptism with the

Holy Ghost. There was a beautiful spirit
of unity and holy love demonstrated.
Attending were 401 registered delegates
plus others who came for individual sessions. Cassettes are available from the
CHA central office.
The convention adopted three resolutions. One dealt with the May 6 Day of
Prayer; the other two are printed below.
The Sounding Board, a new CHA
publication, is available for the promotion of revivals and camp meetings.
Joining the CHA this year was the
Emmanuel Gospel Church of Japan,
which sent two representatives to the
convention.
Rev. Albert Kaylor was elected president for the next two years. Elected

General
Conference
Information
This may be the last issue of the
Evangelical Visitor you receive before General Conference. The deadline for final registration with the
Convention Director (June 1) is now
past. If you plan to attend and have
somehow overlooked registering, call
Paul Hostetler, (717) 766-2621.
All who wish to have the Conference Transportation Committee meet
them at the airport should call Wayne
Bignell in California: (714) 989-5943.
From now on, all changes in lodging needs should be made by phone,
also with Paul Hostetler (phone number above). Full refunds will be made
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for cancellations which he receives
either by letter or by phone BEFORE
June 25. No refunds after that date
except in emergencies.
The first session of Conference—
Saturday, July 3,1 p.m. Registration
will open on Friday, July 2, from 6 to
9 p.m. and continue on Saturday,
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon. Please avoid
the last minute rush.
Read previous issues of the Evangelical Visitor for more information
on General Conference. Or call Paul
Hostetler, (717) 766-2621. If no
answer, call (717) 766-8914 and leave
a message.

secretary was John Byers, Bishop of the
Atlantic Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church. In addition to John,
other Brethren in Christ serving in various CHA capacities are: Charlie Byers,
Arthur M. Climenhaga, David E. Climenhaga, Dorcas Climenhaga, Henry
A. Ginder, R. Donald Shafer, and
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.
The 1983 convention will be held at
Olivet Nazarene College, Kankakee, 111.,
April 19-21.
Simon A. Lehman, Jr.
Representative to CHA

Resolution of CHA
Nuclear Disarmament
The threat of nuclear warfare looms
increasingly over the world as an imminent possibility. For the first time in
history, massive genocide is a realistic
fear. God's will for man is peace and joy
in the righteousness of Christ.
Therefore: be it resolved that the
Christian Holiness Association urges
the President of the United States and
the United States Government to exercise the utmost wisdom and restraint in
further development and use of nuclear
weapons.
Furthermore, we urge President Reagan and the government of the United
States to set an example before all the
world in seeking realistic and equitable
reduction of nuclear armaments.
Resolution of CHA
Abortion
The growing disregard for the sanctity of human life in America should be
of profound concern to us all. The most
flagrant evidence of this is the current
practice of abortion.
Therefore: Be it resolved that members of the Christian Holiness Association reaffirm their deep concern and
pledge every effort and influence to stop
this systematic destruction of human
life.
Evangelical
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